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SECTION 4TH. OF THE GREAT RIVER CALLED MISSI-
SIPI; ITS MOST NOTABLE FEATURES; OF VARIOUS
ANIMALS, AND ESPECIALLY THE PISIKIOUS OR
WILD CATTLE, THEIR SHAPE AND NATURE;

OF THE FIRST VILLAGES OF THE ILINOIS,
WHERE THE FRENCH ARRIVED.

HERE we are, then, on this so renowned River, all
of whose peculiar features I have endeavored
to note carefully. The Missisipi River takes its rise
in various lakes in the country of the Northern
nations. It is narrow at the place where Miskous
empties; its Current, which flows southward, is slow
and gentle. To the right is a large Chain of very
high Mountains, and to the left are beautiful lands;
in various Places, the stream is Divided by Islands.
On sounding, we found ten brasses of Water. Its
Width is very unequal; sometimes it is three-quar-
ters of a league, and sometimes it narrows to three
arpents. We gently followed its Course, which runs
toward the south and southeast, as far as the 42nd
degree of Latitude. Here we plainly saw that its
aspect was completely changed. There are hardly
any woods or mountains; The Islands are more beau-
tiful, and are Covered with finer trees. We saw
only deer and cattle, bustards, and Swans without
wings, because they drop Their plumage in This
country. From time to time, we came upon mon-
strous fish, one of which struck our Canoe with such
violence that I Thought that it was a great tree,
about to break the Canoe to pieces.® On another
occasion, we saw on The water a monster with the
head of a tiger, a sharp nose Like That of a wildcat,
with whiskers and straight, Erect ears; The head
was gray and The Neck quite black; but We saw no



